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What is Peavine City? Peavine City is what we’ll 
call our ‘Jerusalem’ ministry area. It is a 20 mile 
radius from our church. It is the local area I 
believe God has called us to reach with the 
Gospel. Think of this area when you pray. 
We have members scattered throughout 
this circle and there is much ministry that 
needs to be done in this circle.
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In the following pages you will find a 40 day reading and praying plan 
through the book of Acts. For the next 40 days, let’s read, fast, and pray 
that God does amazing things at Peavine. 

Why the Book of Acts?
Acts is the book that describes the beginning ministry of the NT 
church. In this book, we see the miraculous hand of God on the 
church and it’s activity. The Holy Spirit’s power is evident throughout 
the book. In many bibles, it is titled the Acts of the Apostles. However, 
most believe it should be titled the Acts of the Holy Spirit through 
the Apostles. 

That’s our prayer for Peavine. That God would work through us so 
that we could see the same miraculous power in our church. That we 
would see thousands of lives touched and changed by the Gospel of 
Jesus. There is no greater example for Peavine than what is going on 
in the Book of Acts.

Why 40 Days?
The Bible tells of several significant events that took this specific 
span of time:

• Rain fell for 40 days during the Flood.
• Moses was on Mount Sinai with God for 40 days.
• Israelite spies took 40 days to explore the Promised Land.
• Jonah warned Nineveh for 40 days.
• Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness after His baptism.
• Jesus spent 40 days with the disciples after His resurrection.

God wants to do something significant in our church’s life, too. Let’s 
take 40 days and spend it on our own Mount Sinai experience.

Why Fasting?
Fasting is voluntarily going without food — or any other regularly 
enjoyed, good gift from God — for the sake of some spiritual 
purpose. Our spiritual purpose is asking God to do something great 
at Peavine. Something only He can do.
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I’m not asking you to go without food for 40 days. I’m asking you to 
give up something everyday to spend time in this booklet. It could be 
a meal, TV, Internet, Social Media, etc. We will not ask you to report 
on your fast - it is a private affair. However, we will see the effects in 
our church as we all fast together for the Gospel’s sake.

Why Now?
As I begin my ministry at Peavine I only have one opportunity to 
start the right way and that opportunity is now. It is my desire that 
Peavine be a church that:

• Has a big vision for what God can do at our church and through 
our community

• Remains intensely focused on evangelism and reaching others
• Is a church of prayer and specifically praying for the mission and 

the lost around us
• Continually remembers me, my wife, my family, and our staff 

in prayer
This is the start for that process.

Why upside down?
But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some 
brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have 
turned the world upside down have come here too.”

ACTS 17:6 (NKJV)

Don’t you love that phrase upside down?
Don’t you wish that could be said of us? This church is the church 
that has turned the Chattanooga area upside down with the Gospel. 

Paul and Silas were accused of turning the world upside down. 
What a reputation the early Christians had! The power of the Gospel 
revolutionized lives, broke down social barriers, threw open prison 
doors, caused people to care deeply for one another, and stirred 
them to worship God. Our world needs similarly to be turned upside 
down. At its core, the Gospel is not about establishing new programs 
or encouraging good conduct; it is about dynamically transforming 
lives. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
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Let’s be revolutionaries for Christ.
Let’s leave our mark for the Kingdom.
Let’s upset the norm. 
Let’s put our community on notice that a God-fearing, Gospel-

proclaiming church exists.
Let’s do things people don’t believe are possible.
Let’s see miracles happen.
Let’s see people far from God find Him.

Peavine...Let’s turn the world upside down!

Pastor Joel Southerland
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DAY 1
ACTS 1:1-26

Commentary
“My witnesses” is what Jesus said they would be. With its background 
in the courtroom, “witness” (μαρτυρία, martyria) implies the act of 
testifying. They would serve as proclaimers of the earthly ministry, 
the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. As eyewitnesses they 
were in the perfect position to do so.

The Old Testament prophet had called on Israel to be God’s witnesses 
in the world (see Isa 43:10; 44:8). Their failure in this mission 
made the ministry of Jesus even more essential. If Israel would not 
become the “servant of the Lord,” then Jesus, and those whom he 
commissioned, must take up the task.

The apostles were to become Christ’s witness-bearers. The extent of 
this witnessing would be worldwide. Beginning in Jerusalem they 
would proclaim the Gospel in ever-widening geographical circles. It 
would be proclaimed also in “all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” Acts 1:8 thus becomes the theme of the entire book. 
Roughly speaking, Acts 1-7 describes the impact of the Gospel in 
Jerusalem. Then, Acts 8-12 carries the account forward, depicting the 
effects of the Gospel in several places in Judea (the region including 
Jerusalem) and Samaria (the region immediately north of Judea). 
Lastly, Acts 13-28 highlights the spread of the Gospel to major cities 
of the whole Roman Empire, the ends of the civilized world. This 
commentary follows the progression indicated in this verse.
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Proclaiming the Gospel on such a broad scale was an incredible 
undertaking. Sufferings and hardships would accompany the 
apostles on the way. Help from God was vital. Thus Jesus addressed 
the very real need of the apostles when he reminded them of what 
the Father had promised for them. They would receive power in the 
form of the Holy Spirit. Only then could they serve as witnesses. 
With this power (δύναμις, dynamis)—the very power which worked 
in the ministry of Christ on earth—the apostles would be propelled 
into the activity of witnessing. Such proclamation of the Christ 
would lead to a restored Israel in spiritual glory as the kingdom was 
advanced on a universal scale.

Without the Spirit there could be no witnessing for Jesus. Yet without 
the focus of witnessing for Jesus the power of the Spirit has no 
purpose. Wherever disciples of Jesus become distracted from their 
witness for him, the power is drained away. College Press NIV Commentary, The - The 

College Press NIV Commentary – Acts.

Pray
 Ȗ For Pastor Joel would be filled with the Spirit and lead Peavine 
Baptist Church to engage people far from God who live in our 
community and around the world with the Gospel. 

 Ȗ For the Staff that God lead the staff to work together with the 
pastor to engage people far from God in their own particular 
ministry.

 Ȗ For Peavine that the Church would catch the vision of reaching 
people far from God and that evangelism would become 
Peavine’s number one priority. 

 Ȗ For Yourself that you would be filled with the power of God 
and that God would open your eyes to the lostness around 
you.



9

DAY 2
ACTS 2:1-36

Commentary
A Savior not quite God is like a bridge 

broken at the further end.
-Bishop Moule

Peter, ever the good “witness” that Jesus had said he would be, 
concluded his message with a solid review of his main point: So let it 
be clearly known by everyone in Israel that Jesus was the Messiah. 

In the prophesied plan of God, this Jesus of Nazareth had been 
crucified by the Jews, raised from the dead, and exalted to the throne 
of God.

Throughout his message, Peter consistently applied the messianic 
prophecies, the messianic psalms, and the miraculous Resurrection 
to Jesus of Nazareth. His concluding remarks did so as well. With the 
proclamation of Jesus as Lord and Messiah, Peter reached the climax 
of his message. The reference to Jesus as “Lord” was likely, in this 
context, connecting Jesus to Yahweh. It was another clear affirmation 
of Christ’s deity. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.

No church can turn the world upside down unless they realize the 
One they are serving is God Himself. Jesus is God. Jesus is Lord. His 
Gospel is the most important message in the world. 
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he follows the Lordship of Christ in 
every decision and that the Gospel takes central place in the 
life of Peavine.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that the staff follows the Lordship of Christ 
in their own ministry and their own lives. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that Peavine would be known as a church 
that is uniquely focused on Jesus.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would follow the Lordship of Christ 
in the everyday decisions of life.
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DAY 3
ACTS 2:37-3:10

Commentary
In expression of their Spirit-inspired togetherness, the believers 
pooled their resources. Individuals voluntarily sold property and 
goods, contributed the proceeds to a fund from which any Christian 
(and possibly non-Christians as well) could receive help, as he or she 
might have need. What a standard for today’s church! Indeed, what 
we do or do not do with our material possessions is an indicator of 
the Spirit’s presence or absence.

The community lived out its commitment to the apostles’ teaching 
by gathering each day in the temple courts to hear instruction. They 
probably met in Solomon’s colonnade, at the eastern end of the court 
of the Gentiles. In the temple they also fulfilled their commitment to 
prayer as they engaged in corporate worship.

Daily the community broke bread together in homes—sharing a 
meal, beginning it with the bread and ending it with the cup of the 
Lord’s Supper. With constant intimacy, exultant joy and transparency 
of relationship they enjoyed the graces of Messiah’s salvation in a 
true anticipation of his banquet in the kingdom.

Today healthy churches manifest the same “metachurch” pattern: 
celebration, joining in large gatherings for worship and instruction, 
and small groups for fellowship and nurture.
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Every day the Lord Jesus by his Spirit saved some, incorporating them 
into their number. God’s plan is for churches to grow. The challenge 
for us is, “Will we meet the Scriptural conditions for growth: a 
dedication to be a learning, caring, fellowshipping, worshipping 
church?” Will we meet the one essential condition? “As empowering 
follows petition, so evangelism and Christian unity or community 
follow Pentecost. The empowering, moreover, is repeatable. So pray!” 
The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead Peavine to be a healthy 
church reaching people with the Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would lead their ministries to grow 
and that students, children, and adults would be reached with 
the Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that the Lord would add to our church 
consistently, and even daily, those who are being saved.

 Ȗ Pray for yourself that God would use you daily to speak or 
show the Gospel to someone far from God.
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DAY 4
ACTS 3:11-4:12

Commentary
Peter now declares the significance for every human being of Jesus’ 
position: Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven—throughout the whole world—in which we must be 
saved. These leaders know from the Old Testament that the God of 
Israel is the only Savior. Now Peter claims this role for Jesus Christ. 
And this name has been given to men.

In an age of religious pluralism, this radical claim is rejected outright 
by some. Others will admit the uniqueness of Christ in the objective 
accomplishment of salvation, but they say this text does not teach 
that it is essential to hear the good news about Jesus’ saving work and 
consciously “name the name”. Such a dividing of the accomplishment 
and application of salvation runs counter to the explicit thrust of this 
verse. Peter makes his universal claim by explicitly asserting that this 
name has been given to humankind as a means by which we must 
be saved. Appropriation of the name is an essential part of God’s 
salvation transaction. To be true to Peter and Luke, we must never 
water down the fact that apart from Jesus there is no salvation for 
anyone—neither its accomplishment nor its appropriation. The IVP 

New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.



U P S I D E  D O W N  D E V O T I O N A L

14

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that in his preaching the centrality of 
Christ and the Gospel is proclaimed - that in every message 
the name of Jesus is magnified and proclaimed for salvation. 

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that in everything they do it would not be 
program driven but Gospel driven and that in every gathering 
the name of Jesus would be proclaimed. 

 Ȗ Pray for the Peavine that the name of Jesus and His saving 
power would be our only message.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be convinced and convicted 
of the exclusivity of the Gospel and be motivated to share it 
with others.
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DAY 5
ACTS 4:13-37

Commentary
We can almost feel Luke searching for an example to demonstrate 
the generosity and unity of the believers. He came up with exhibit A, 
Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus. We call him Barnabas, a nickname he 
earned because of his encouraging spirit in the church at Jerusalem. 
Luke translates the nickname for us: Son of Encouragement, that is, 
one who habitually manifests this quality. He was the encourager, the 
advocate, the paraklete par excellence of all the characters in Acts.

Barnabas is a “bridge person,” bringing diverse parties together so 
that the cause of Christ advances and both older and newer believers 
are encouraged. For Luke he embodies the fully integrated life of 
external witness and care for the church’s internal needs of “a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith”. We learn he is a Levite, from 
the tribe of priests and temple staff. He is from Cyprus, which had 
a large Jewish population in the first century A.D. He has a field 
suitable for growing crops; he sells it and brings the proceeds to the 
apostles.

Admirable but impractical? No, admirable and doable when we keep 
in step with the Spirit. Where are the Barnabases for today’s church? 
The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

If a church needs anything it needs encouragers. The pastor and staff 
need to be encouraged in their work. Members need to be encouraged 
as they live for Jesus. Guests need to feel the love and encouragement 
of members to one another when they come in our doors. 
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Determine to be an encourager. You can encourage others with your 
words, by serving, by giving, by your presence and so many other 
ways. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel pray for Pastor Joel and Ms. Sherry as they 
serve the Lord at Peavine and that they would be encouraged 
in the Lord.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff pray that the staff is encouraged as they 
serve the Lord at Peavine.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that it would be a place of encouragement 
and that members and guests would feel the joy of the Lord 
when they pull on the parking lot.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be an encourager to those 
around you.
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DAY 6
READ ACTS 5:1-32

Commentary
Instead of going to the Colonnade, people brought sick loved ones 
into the streets so that Peter’s shadow might fall on them as he 
walked by. Once again, the wording of the New Testament seems so 
foreign to our experience. Or does it? Even today people search for 
some kind of physical demonstration of God’s presence in their lives. 
From Gideon’s fleece (Judg. 6:36-40) to the touching of a television 
set, humanity seems to crave some physical contact with a spiritual 
God.

In the ancient world, a person’s shadow was believed to represent 
that person. Superstitious to be sure, but these people behaved in 
line with everything we know about their culture. Notice that the 
text does not say people were healed by the shadow, though God 
may very well have chosen to do that. Nevertheless, Luke tells us: 
Crowds gathered. . . and all of them were healed (v. 16).

Notice the geographical spread of the Gospel; all these people have 
come from the towns around Jerusalem. Despite the awful episode 
recorded in verses 1-11, the church continued to grow and to spread 
its vital life-giving message throughout the city and even beyond its 
urban boundaries. Holman New Testament Commentary - Holman New Testament Commentary – 

Acts.



U P S I D E  D O W N  D E V O T I O N A L

18

God often used physical expressions of healing to point people 
to Jesus. He still does that today although not normally through 
a miraculous healing. Today, as a church reaches into a hurting 
community to show the love of Jesus it gives them an opportunity to 
share the love of Jesus. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that God would lead him as Peavine 
seeks to minister to the hurting that surround the Rock Spring 
community and Chattanooga Metro Area - or as we call it, 
Peavine City.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that God would use them to minister to the 
hurting in our community.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a church that shows the 
love of Christ as we share the love of Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that God would bring hurting people in your 
path for you to show and share the love of Jesus.
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DAY 7
READ ACTS 5:33-6:15

Commentary
The number of believers in Jerusalem made it necessary to organize 
the sharing of resources. People were being overlooked, and some 
were complaining. Out of the conflict there arose a meeting. The 
Twelve (referring to the apostles) gathered all the disciples (referring 
to the rest of the believers) together and made a statement. They 
noted that it would not be right for them to neglect the ministry of 
the word of God in order to wait on tables. From both physical energy 
and time restraints, it would be impossible for them to do both. The 
Greek here translated “wait on tables” is literally “to serve tables”

To correct the situation, the apostles said that the believers should 
choose respected Greek-speaking men and put them in charge of the 
food distribution program. Five requirements were clearly spelled 
out: the candidates had to be (1) men (andras—a specific Greek term 
for men); (2) believers (from among yourselves); (3) possessing good 
reputations (good standing), known as men of integrity; (4) solid 
spiritually (full of the Spirit); (5) full of wisdom—demonstrating their 
ability to apply God’s truth appropriately to life situations. Seven was 
the typical number of men used to handle public business in a Jewish 
town, the official council.

Spiritual leadership is serious business and must not be taken lightly 
by the church or its leaders. In the early church, those chosen to 
serve would be ordained or commissioned by the apostles. Laying 
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hands on someone, an ancient Jewish practice, was a way to set a 
person apart for special service.
Were these men the church’s first deacons? Some say these were not 
deacons, deacon-predecessors, or even elder-predecessors but rather 
temporary, nonofficial positions created to meet the need at hand. 
They are never called “deacons” but rather “the seven men who had 
been chosen to distribute food”. The word “serve” (diakonein) in 6:2 
is used elsewhere in Acts to describe acts of service, not to signify 
an office of deacon. There is no denying, however, that the seven 
men performed the function of deacons as the office would later be 
defined.

That the apostles laid their hands on them was a common gesture 
used in the commissioning of individuals to a task or office. The 
apostles were hereby identifying themselves with the seven men and 
granting them support for the task at hand.

The apostles kept their priorities straight. They were successful in 
part because they realized that both tasks were important: the task 
of meeting the physical needs of the church body and the task of 
meeting the spiritual and educational needs of the body. They had to 
ask themselves the basic question: since we can only do some things, 
which of these many good things to do are the most important and 
the most appropriate for us? For the apostles, the answer was clearly 
praying and teaching the Word, as they had been commissioned to 
do. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.

Most people consider this passage to be the foundation of deacon 
ministry. Deacons are an important part of the the growth and 
evangelism of the church. By caring for the needs of the community, 
they allow the pastor and staff to keep their focus on reaching people.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he and the deacons would serve well 
together in unity and harmony.

 Ȗ Pray for the staff that they would work well with the deacons. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine pray that our deacons would serve well, be 
filled with the Spirit, and lead out in serving the church.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself although the qualifications mentioned 
in Acts are specifically for those seven men they are good 
qualities for all Christians. Pray that you would have a good 
reputation and be full of the Spirit and wisdom.
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DAY 8
ACTS 7:1-60

Commentary
In this longest speech recorded in Acts, Stephen intended to show 
that the Christian Gospel squared with Old Testament revelation. In 
view of that, he returned to the beginning of the nation, even back 
beyond Moses, back to Abraham to tell the story of God’s work with 
Israel up to his day.

The mob could not receive his message of salvation. They viewed it 
as heresy. Such heresy deserved a death penalty—and not tomorrow. 
In their vicious anger they could not wait to get their hands on him. 
The text implies wild, jeering shouts of hatred and hostility. They 
ground their teeth at Stephen, making a hissing sound. This scholarly 
assembly of religious leaders had become a murderous lynch mob. 
Stephen’s response hardly served his cause. He saw a vision and 
boldly described it—Jesus, standing at the right hand of God. We 
might say he added insult to injury.

This identification of God, heaven, and Jesus affirmed the deity of 
Christ and so, though it would seem difficult, they added to their 
screaming and hissing the covering of their ears lest they hear any 
additional heresy. Even though this heretical apostasy called for 
the death penalty, the law of the land was clear: they had to wait 
at least one more day, and they needed approval from Roman 
authorities. Obviously, this crowd no longer thought about law and 
order. Assuming the Pharisees were as offended as the Sadducees 
(an assumption quite easy to make in light of Stephen’s remarks), 
no one lifted a restraining hand at the moment of their charge. The 
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actual stoning resembled a formal execution rather than the result 
of mob action. We know that because Luke tells us the witnesses 
laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. These 
witnesses knocked the victim down and were privileged to throw 
the first stones.

Most scholars believe Saul did not just stand by to serve as a coatrack. 
He apparently had some official role in the execution. We cannot 
determine whether he was actually a member of the Sanhedrin, but 
he definitely exercised some kind of delegated authority in the death 
of Stephen. Stephen became the first Christian the Rabbi from Tarsus 
would kill. At that time Saul was a young man, generally considered 
to be between the ages of twenty-four and forty.

We dare not take Stephen’s harsh condemnation as anything less than 
the cry of his heart at the rejection of his Savior. We have already 
been told of his qualities, and now we see them in practice as he 
literally prayed as he entered heaven. Did he recall in that moment 
the words of his Lord on the cross (Luke 23:34-36)? Imagine Saul’s 
emotions as he heard this dying martyr call upon the name he so 
despised!

Normally victims of stoning would lie on their backs, but Stephen 
fell to his knees when the witnesses pushed him over. The words 
of forgiveness uttered by both Jesus and Stephen are based on an 
old Jewish prayer. Jewish families taught their children to pray this 
prayer at bedtime, and it certainly would serve the modern church 
well to use it more frequently. What a wonderful way to end each 
day—by forgiving all who have offended us during its hours. Holman New 

Testament Commentary - Holman New Testament Commentary – Acts.

Stephen was the first recorded martyr in the book Acts. He gave his 
life for the spread of the Gospel. We have to ask ourselves, what are 
we willing to sacrifice to reach those around us the good news of 
Jesus?
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would preach the uncompromising 
word of God even in the face of opposition. 

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would be bold in their proclamation 
of salvation. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that God would let us stand tall in a hostile 
world and proclaim Jesus as the only way. 

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would muster the courage of the 
Holy Spirit to witness to those around you who need Jesus.
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DAY 9
ACTS 8:1-8

Commentary
Persecution accomplished the further spread of the Gospel. Believers 
went everywhere in Judea and Samaria carrying the good news of 
Jesus. In this scattering another of the seven men from Jerusalem 
takes center stage. Luke has reported on the ministry of Stephen in 
chapters six and seven. Now he focuses on Philip.

Philip traveled north to “a city in Samaria,” which may be a 
reference to the old capital city renamed Sebaste, or more likely the 
city of Shechem at the foot of Mt. Gerizim. His ministry included 
performing miracles of healing, as well as the preaching of Christ. 
Luke places the preaching and miracles in their proper relationship 
by noting that the miracles drew attention to the message so that the 
Samaritans “paid close attention to what he said.”

The importance of this evangelistic thrust should not be missed. Jesus 
had promised that the apostles would be witnesses first in Jerusalem, 
and then in “all Judea and Samaria.” At this point Luke shows how 
the Gospel began to leave Jerusalem and expand its influence into 
ever-widening territories.

Samaritans were hated by the Jews. They were descendants of the 
northern tribes of Israel and had remained in the land after the 
Assyrian captivity had removed much of the nation. Partly because 
of their intermarrying with the Canaanites, they were looked upon 
with suspicion. Jews frequently avoided any contact with Samaritans.
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The Gospel, however, shows no favoritism. Salvation is intended for 
all nations. The cross of Christ is long enough to bridge any chasm 
between people. College Press NIV Commentary, The - The College Press NIV Commentary – Acts.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead Peavine to minister to 
all people surrounding our church - even those who may not 
look like us.

 Ȗ Pray for our Staff that they would share Jesus through 
their ministries with those that need to hear the good news 
regardless of ethnicity or social standing.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a diverse group of believers 
in all aspects.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that any prejudices you may have would be 
set aside for the sake of the Gospel.
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DAY 10
ACTS 8:8-40

Commentary
After concluding his preaching to the Samaritans, Philip now heard 
from “an angel of the Lord.” Another occasion for preaching was 
about to take place, this time with a foreigner from far to the south. 
Philip was commanded by the Spirit to go south to the road which 
ran from Jerusalem to Gaza, a road that Luke notes was “a desert 
road,” meaning that it was not heavily traveled. 

When Philip reached this road he met an Ethiopian who was an 
official in the court of Candace. Ethiopia was the ancient Nubian 
empire, located on the Nile River, just south of the first waterfall at 
Aswan in Northern Africa. The man met by Philip held an important 
position. Whether the Ethiopian was a Jew or Gentile, Luke does 
not say. Northern Africa had a wealth of Jewish communities whose 
religious life was centered around the synagogue.

Philip found the Ethiopian sitting in his “chariot”, a vehicle which 
looked more like an ox cart or covered wagon. It was a form of travel 
that averaged only ten to fifteen miles a day, allowing plenty of time 
for reading. Philip overheard him reading from a scroll of Isaiah and 
drew near at the command of the Spirit.

Exhibiting an eagerness unusual for Jewish men, Philip ran to the 
side of the wagon to ask the Ethiopian if he understood the passage. 
Receiving an invitation to explain the Scripture, Philip began “with 
that very passage” and told the Ethiopian “the good news about 
Jesus.” 
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As they were traveling, they came to a place with water and the 
Ethiopian asked about being baptized. Evidently Philip’s way of 
preaching Jesus included the need for baptism. 

The orders of the Ethiopian that the vehicle be stopped indicate that 
an attendant was driving, and suggest a royal retinue of servants was 
probably at hand. Nevertheless, the Ethiopian got out of his wagon 
and “went down into the water” with Philip. This language gives the 
picture of an immersion. 

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit again took control 
of the situation. The language describes a supernatural removal 
of Philip from the presence of the Ethiopian who went on his way 
rejoicing. College Press NIV Commentary, The - The College Press NIV Commentary – Acts.

At least one of the lessons from Philip’s style of evangelism is his 
willingness to listen and adapt his message to the needs of his 
audience. Are you waiting for others to adapt to you? to learn your 
lingo? to come to your meeting? to enter your safe, Christian culture? 
Or are you ready to go out into the world outside your Christian 
environment, find those who need Christ, listen to them, love them, 
and lead them to your King? The failure to spread the Good News 
is often not for lack of courage but for lack of willingness to be 
inconvenienced, to spend the time necessary for getting into another 
person’s world and problems. In this day of the “busy Christian,” 
perhaps one of the hindrances to the spread of the Gospel is our 
unwillingness to commit ourselves to the hard and time-intensive 
task of listening, adapting, and loving others into a relationship with 
Christ.

Another lesson we learn is the power of one. Philip left a church 
where he was preaching to multitudes to go and share Jesus with 
the one. It’s great to preach to crowds, but more often we have 
opportunities to share Christ with the ‘ones’ in our lives. 
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that multitudes will hear the Gospel and 
that each member will be trained and equipped to reach the 
‘ones’ in their lives. 

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they will lead students, children, and all 
to go tell their ‘ones’. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that as we grow larger by reaching people 
with the Gospel that we will take the time to focus on the ‘ones’ 
who come in every Sunday. 

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that your eyes will be open to the ‘ones’ 
around you and that you will have the opportunity to share 
Jesus with them.
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DAY 11
ACTS 9:1-30

Commentary
For several days Saul is “in the company of ” Damascus disciples, 
probably both refugees from Jerusalem and Damascus Christians. 
His reception by the community and his desire to share in fellowship 
with them are certainly signs of a genuine conversion. “True 
conversion always issues in church membership”.

Yet Saul does not bask exclusively in the church’s fellowship for long. 
Immediately he embarks on a mission of powerful Christ-centered 
preaching in the synagogues. Just as instantaneous as his healing is his 
fulfillment of his calling. Filled with the Spirit, without training or a 
probationary period, he proclaims on numerous occasions that Jesus 
is the Son of God. Saul consistently argues for Jesus’ messiahship and 
boldly declares that he is the only source of salvation.

All who hear Saul are beside themselves with “astonishment”. The 
radical conversion of one who raised havoc against Christians is 
clearly a miracle. Saul’s activity had been as humanly devastating 
to God’s people as the sacking of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. What a 
turnabout that he should now be declaring that same Jesus to be the 
very Son of God! The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary 

Series – Acts.

Witnessing is not an activity reserved for those who are mature in 
the faith only. Rather, it should be the spontaneous, natural overflow 
of a life that has recently found Jesus. 
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would be a strong witness in his 
day-to-day life.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would be a bold witness in their 
daily activities.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that as new members join the church that 
new and old alike would bear witness of the saving power of 
Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be a bold and spontaneous 
witness to those around you.
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DAY 12
ACTS 9:31-10:22

Commentary
Looking both backward and forward, Luke summarizes the outward 
condition and the inner health of the church throughout Judea, Galilee 
and Samaria. In a reverse parallelism, Luke begins and ends with 
the qualitative and quantitative outward circumstances: peace and 
growth. This is a foretaste of what heirs of the messianic kingdom 
will one day enjoy. In between Luke notes the characteristics of inner 
health that make this possible: godliness and Spirit-empowered 
encouragement. Peace has come primarily through the conversion 
of the chief persecutor and through changing political realities in 
the Empire, but Luke also points to the strengthening the church has 
experienced. 

The church’s growth is due in no small part to the Christians’ 
godliness, living in the fear of the Lord. The Holy Spirit also has a 
role, empowering the preaching that encouraged unbelievers to come 
to Christ.

Is the Christian church for real? When it fits the description of Acts 
9:31, the watching world has evidence that the church is authentic 
and its message true. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament 

Commentary Series – Acts.

The world is watching. The church’s health and inner strength allow 
us to witness to a world even when we aren’t aware they are paying 
attention.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he will walk with God in his daily life 
and build Godly inner-strength for leading.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff and their daily walk with God.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we will be a church of peace and growth 
and that the community will take notice.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be willing to set aside 
personal preferences for the sake of peace and evangelism.
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DAY 13
ACTS 10:23-48

Commentary
In Acts 10:35 Peter is seeking to avoid two extremes: the Jews’ ethnic 
pride and prejudice, which saw no Gentile as a fit object of God’s 
saving call, and the view that the religions of all cultures are equally 
valid bases for being acceptable to God.

What Peter is saying is the same thing that the writer to the Hebrews 
points out: “anyone who comes to [God] must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb 
11:6). In turning away from idols to the one true God, Cornelius 
demonstrated belief in God’s existence; in turning away from pagan 
immorality to doing what is right according to the Old Testament 
ethic, he showed his earnestness in seeking God. He had made the 
first steps of repentance, which did not save him but made him a 
proper candidate to hear the good news, according to a “more light” 
principle.

In a day of religious pluralism, when compassionate Christians seek 
to guard against prejudicial bias and see the good in all religions, 
Peter’s speech clearly teaches us that though God does not play 
favorites with nations, he does make distinctions in matters of 
religion. Only those who worship him, the one true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he has sent can know eternal life.

Peter now states the theme of his message. Within the framework of 
God’s dealings with a particular nation, the people of Israel, God sent 
a message, telling the good news. Peter next highlights the universal 



35

4 0  D A Y  P R A Y E R  A N D  F A S T I N G  G U I D E

scope of salvation blessings. This Jesus Christ is Lord of all people. 
The peace Christ achieved is not just for the Jews but for all people. 
The peace Christ wrought is the basis for tearing down the platforms 
of ethnic pride and the barriers of ethnic religious prejudice so that 
Jew and Gentile, indeed all persons, can be at peace with each other.

Peter’s bold declaration draws out clearly God’s intention announced 
from the very beginning of his Son’s saving mission. Now we know 
that “all the people” includes the Gentiles. When the shattering good 
news “Jesus Christ is Lord of all people” is heard and heeded, the 
church is liberated from its cultural parochialism, set free to witness 
“across the tracks” and across the world. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - 

The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead Peavine to evangelism 
not just at home but across the nation and around the world.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff to have a heart for the nations.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would have a heart to reach across 
the street and across the seas.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would have an evangelistic heart for 
people in our area and around the world.
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DAY 14
ACTS 11:1-30

Commentary
Every expanding church considers adding additional staff, and 
Antioch did, too. Pastor Barnabas needed an associate pastor of 
Christian education, someone who could help in the teaching 
ministry of new converts. The work in Antioch grew to such 
proportions Barnabas needed aid, and he could think of no one better 
suited for the work than Saul who was living in Tarsus. Possibly some 
of the sufferings and persecutions Paul described in 2 Corinthians 
11:23-27 took place while he was in Tarsus. This may also be where 
Paul had the revelation described in 2 Corinthians 12:1-4. Based 
on Acts 22:17-21, some think that Saul was already ministering to 
Gentiles when Barnabas contacted him to bring him to Antioch.

Barnabas and Saul ministered a full year in Antioch, teaching great 
numbers of people. The church was continuing to grow numerically.

The young church at Antioch was a curious mixture of Jews (who 
spoke Greek or Aramaic) and Gentiles. It is significant that this was 
the first place where the believers were called Christians (“Christ’s 
ones”—the ending “-ian” means “belonging to the party of ”). There 
has been a great deal of debate about who gave them the name 
“Christians.” It is not likely that the believers themselves invented the 
name, because they had other terms for themselves like “disciples” 
or “saints” or “brothers.” Certainly, the Jews would never want their 
term “Messiah” (christos) associated with this new movement. It 
is likely, therefore, that the term “Christian” was invented by the 
non-Christian culture of Antioch. One of the earliest extrabiblical 
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occurrences of the term comes from a remark made by Emperor 
Nero. Whatever the case, the believers in Christ were becoming an 
identifiable group, distinct from Judaism and, at least in Antioch, 
primarily Gentile in composition. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application 

Bible Commentary – Acts

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that his walk with God would be worthy 
of being called “Christian”.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that their walk with God would reflect Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that the church would be known in the 
community as a group of Christ-followers.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that your daily life would reflect the sweet 
fragrance of Christ.
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DAY 15
ACTS 12:1-25

Commentary
The execution of James pleased the Jews so Herod apprehended 
and incarcerated Peter... during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
This seven-day spring feast followed immediately after the Passover. 
Herod intended to bring out Peter for public trial after the Passover. 
The “Passover” here referred to the combined eight-day festival, the 
Passover itself followed by the seven days of unleavened bread. For 
at least two reasons Herod would find it expedient to execute Peter. 
First, Peter was known as the leader of the church, and second, he 
had fraternized with Gentiles.

Herod made certain that Peter’s imprisonment was secure by 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each! 
Probably this means two were chained to Peter, one on each side and 
two were standing guard outside. The four squads probably were each 
on guard for six hours each. Evidently the authorities remembered 
Peter’s earlier escape and Herod did not want that to happen again.

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to 
God for him. The contrast is obvious: Peter was bound, but prayer 
was loosed! Peter was so trusting the Lord that he was sound asleep 
the night before his trial. He did not fear for his life because Christ 
had said he would live to an old age. This is the second time an angel 
helped Peter escape. Awakening Peter, the angel told him to get 
dressed and follow him out of the prison. Supernaturally God caused 
the chains to fall off his wrists, kept the guards asleep, and opened 
the iron gate.
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One of the subthemes of Acts is the outreach of the Gospel in spite 
of opposition. This is seen in Peter’s release. When Peter came to 
himself, braced by the night air, he acknowledged God’s deliverance 
for him from Herod and the Jews. He now knew this was no vision.

This verse introduces the reader to John Mark who figures 
prominently in Paul’s first missionary journey. Evidently his mother 
Mary was a woman of prominence and means. Probably her house 
was a principal meeting place of the church, so it must have been 
spacious. Because John Mark’s father is not named, Mary may have 
been a widow. This same Mark is considered to be the writer of the 
Gospel bearing his name.

The story of Peter’s unsuspected arrival at John Mark’s home is filled 
with humor and human interest. Joy in the Book of Acts is also 
evident here in the servant girl... Rhoda who answered Peter’s knock 
and recognized his voice. Though the saints were praying earnestly 
for Peter’s release, they did not expect an answer so soon! When 
Rhoda insisted, Peter is at the door! they replied, You’re out of your 
mind. It must be his angel. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures 

by Dallas Seminary Faculty.

Two things required for a NT church to move forward are evident in 
this passage - prayer and faith. Though their faith wasn’t great, it was 
at least the size of a grain of mustard seed.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would be a man of prayer and 
faith so that He can boldly lead Peavine into the will of God to 
be a church that makes a Kingdom difference.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they are men of prayer and great faith.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a praying church and a 
church willing to ‘step out on a limb’ to do great things for 
God.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would trust God as you pray and 
ask Him for great things in your life. 
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DAY 16
ACTS 13:1-12

Commentary
With this chapter of Acts a new division begins in this book. Luke 
has recorded the witness of the Gospel in Jerusalem (chapters one 
through seven), as well as in Judea and Samaria (chapters eight 
through twelve). Now the spotlight swings toward the progress of 
the Gospel as it reaches to the wider targets of the Roman world. 
Thus Luke is fulfilling his theme as recorded in 1:8 in the quotation 
of Jesus.

Luke does not, however, move into this division of his book without 
preparation. At several points along the way he has included glimpses 
of the outreach of the Gospel into the non-Jewish world. The 
conversion of Cornelius in chapter ten foreshadowed a successful 
mission to the Gentiles. In 11:20-21 the Antioch church’s evangelism 
among Gentiles prefigured the thrust by the church into brand new 
regions of mission endeavor.

From this point in the record of Acts, then, Saul (Paul) and his 
companions will depart from Antioch for the West on three 
different occasions. Led by the Holy Spirit, these Gospel pioneers 
will accumulate thousands of miles in the interest of proclaiming the 
message of Christ.

They will visit many of the most important cities of the Roman 
Empire. The term “missionary journeys” should not be understood 
in the sense of established itineraries with brief stops in every case. 
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In some instances a city like Corinth or Ephesus will become the 
headquarters for the missionaries’ work for extended periods of time.

Acts 13:1 begins by drawing attention away from the events with 
Herod in Caesarea and focuses on what was happening in the church 
in Antioch. This congregation had already shown itself to be very 
active in evangelism and it is not surprising that the earliest efforts to 
spread the Gospel on a worldwide scale began with this congregation.

The dramatic story began to unfold “while they were worshiping,” a 
phrase indicating a habitual practice among the Antiochian disciples. 
The word for “worship” was used in the Old Testament of the service 
rendered by priests in the temple.

Worth noting also is that the Spirit spoke to the church (probably 
through one of the prophets in the church) while they were already 
active in serving him. God rarely speaks his will to those not fully 
engaged in some manner of service. “Fasting” was frequently 
practiced by the Jews as an expression of single-minded worship.

When God did speak it was “the Holy Spirit” who revealed the 
Divine will. So by God’s initiative this work was brought about, not 
by human imagination. “Set apart” describes an appointment for 
fulfilling a specific task, but the work envisioned is not fully defined. 
Only in reading the following verses does one understand the scope 
of this “work” to which they were called.

The formal commissioning of Barnabas and Saul was accompanied 
by prayer and fasting. Then, probably in a public assembly, they 
“placed hands on them” as a symbol of their designation for service. 
Finally, they sent them on their way. College Press NIV Commentary, The - The College 

Press NIV Commentary – Acts.

Someone has rightly said that a church is not measured by its seating 
capacity but by it’s sending capacity. Without a doubt, that proved 
true in the early church.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that as he preaches and leads that God 
would raise up Godly men and women in the church that will 
live ‘sent’ lives.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that as they minister children and students 
would be raised up to be missionaries and ministers at home 
and around the world.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a Sending Church - helping 
start satellite churches and church plants in our area and 
around the nation and world.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself You are a missionary right where God has 
placed you. Pray that you would see yourself as a missionary 
and begin living on mission in your context.
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DAY 17
ACTS 13:13-52

Commentary
Declaring boldly the death and resurrection of Christ and the 
forgiveness that is possible only through him, Paul and Barnabas 
drew huge crowds on their second Sabbath in Antioch of Pisidia. 
Among those gathered were a number of jealous Jewish leaders. 
Despite efforts by these leaders to discredit Paul and his message, 
the assembled Gentiles eagerly embraced the Gospel. This further 
enraged the Jewish leaders, who were eventually able to stir up a 
mob that ran Paul and Barnabas out of town.

Instead of accepting the truth, the Jewish leaders stirred up 
opposition and ran Paul and Barnabas out of town. When confronted 
by a disturbing truth, people often turn away and refuse to listen. 
When God’s Spirit points out needed changes in our lives, however, 
we must listen to him, even though to do so is painful. Otherwise, 
we may be pushing away our only hope for healing, growth, joy, and 
peace.

These events serve as a kind of microcosm of the entire ministry of 
Paul: stiff opposition from most Jews and joyous acceptance of the 
Gospel message by many Gentiles.

In contrast with the paranoid, politicking Jews, working hard to rid 
themselves of the Gospel messengers, the believers, most of whom 
were Gentiles, were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. Like the 
coming of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem at Pentecost, in Samaria at 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, and in Caesarea during Peter’s 
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preaching, the believers here were “filled with joy”—the kind of 
inexplicable and overflowing joy of one freshly filled with the loving, 
forgiving Spirit of God. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary 

– Acts.

Joy is a hallmark for a growing, evangelistic church. Boredom and 
discouragement will help us reach no one with the Gospel but an 
infectious joy can open all kinds of doors. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would have joy despite 
circumstances and that he would be able to lead our church to 
be filled with the joy of the Lord.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that their hearts would be filled with the joy 
of the Lord.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that our church would have in infectious joy 
to the community and to those far from God who come into 
our building.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that the joy of the Lord would be evident in 
your life to those around you.
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DAY 18
ACTS 14:1-29

Commentary
In the eastern provincial border town of Derbe, sixty miles east of 
Lystra, Paul and Barnabas preached the good news. They make many 
disciples and evidently face no opposition.

Afterward, instead of moving straight east to Tarsus, a straight 
shot of 150 miles, Paul and Barnabas decide to retrace their steps. 
As will become Paul’s practice, the apostle will maintain contact 
with the churches he has planted, providing ongoing counsel and 
encouragement. Though Paul focused on church planting, the goal 
of his labors was to “present everyone perfect in Christ” to the Lord 
at his coming. So today, an evangelist or church planter who does not 
make provision for discipleship is like a farmer who harvests well 
only to see the crop spoil because it is not properly stored.

Paul’s purpose is “to strengthen the souls of the disciples.” He wants 
the new Christians to become “more firm and unchanging in 
attitude or belief ”. They have known persecution and will know the 
pressure of Judaizers’ attempts to turn them from the “faith way”. 
Paul commands them to remain true to the faith. As it was Christ’s 
divinely appointed destiny “to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory”, so his followers must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God. Many hardships are to be expected as a normal, 
indeed necessary, part of the Christian life. For Luke, they mainly 
come in the form of persecution. And today, if authentic Christianity 
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is to be propagated and survive, it will be because we have said no 
to any “Gospel” that promises glory without the suffering, and yes to 
the way of the cross, which leads to a crown. The IVP New Testament Commentary 

Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

While Paul’s main focus was on evangelism, he knew that making 
disciples was necessary for the church to remain strong during 
difficult times. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he can lead our church to be a disciple 
making church.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they can lead their ministries to make 
disciples.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that our church would not only share the good 
news of salvation but that we would grow strong Christians 
committed to the cause of Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would grow in Christ and become a 
true disciple that is sharing, loving, serving, and giving.
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DAY 19
ACTS 15:1-29

Commentary
The council decides to send a letter and personal envoys to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas. Judas (called Barsabbas) is possibly the 
brother of Joseph Barsabbas. Silas, the diminutive of Saul, later 
becomes a traveling companion of Paul. Both are leaders and 
prophets. They will carry the letter and verify the council’s decision 
in person.

The letter’s very address shows a balance between unity in Christ and 
respect for diverse cultural identities. The apostles and elders, your 
brothers, address Christian brothers and sisters, recognizing their 
ethnic identity: To the Gentile believers, literally, “to the brothers 
from among the Gentiles.”

The body of the letter communicates in essence the decisions on the 
two key issues: the spiritual status of uncircumcised Gentiles who 
have joined the church and regulations for their table fellowship 
with Jewish Christians. The council does not address the first issue 
directly. It indicates its position through a disassociation from the 
Judaizers and an identification with and commendation of Paul and 
Barnabas. It describes in the strongest terms the disturbing effects 
of the Judaizers. Troubling your minds is quite literally “a ravaging of 
your souls,” as destructive as an army’s devastation of enemy territory. 
In blunt terms the council disowns their mission and message, saying 
that these went out from us without our authorization.
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By contrast, Paul and Barnabas are owned as our (esteemed) dear 
friends and commended as those who have risked their lives for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The council handles the second issue through a Spirit-inspired 
apostolic decree. The rationale in Acts 15:21, the presence everywhere 
of Jews with scruples in these matters, indicates the circumstances 
in which this responsibility or burden must be met. It is normative 
practical wisdom, applicable as a matter of courtesy and Christian 
love whenever fellowship with Jewish Christians with scruples 
should warrant. Abstaining from sexual immorality as an ethical 
norm, however, is universally applied.

The decree’s prohibitions still come into play today, either universally 
in the case of sexual practices or particularly in the case of dietary 
regulations—wherever Gentile Christians encounter Jewish 
Christians who are keeping a kosher table. By extension these rules 
guide all Christians to use their freedom to abstain from practices 
that would offend the cultural sensitivities of another. What 
interethnic and intergenerational harmony the church could 
know if all rushed to give up their “rights” to please the others! The 

IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

What if we all gave up our rights, preferences, and desires in order to 
please others and spread the Gospel?

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead the church to focus on 
the mission and not the trivial issues of the day.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would lead their ministries to set 
aside traditions for the sake of the Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would keep the ‘main thing the main 
thing’. 

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be willing to set aside 
preferences and traditions in order to reach people far from 
God.
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DAY 20
ACTS 15:30-16:15

Commentary
Paul and his team set sail northwest from Troas, making a straight 
line for Samothrace, a mountainous island navigational marker with 
its 5,577-foot Mount Fengari. About halfway on their voyage they 
anchor for the night on the north side of the island. They complete 
their 156-mile journey the next day, landing at Neapolis.

The team now takes the Via Egnatia, the Roman road that stretched 
from Dyrrhachium and its port city Egnatia on the Adriatic to 
Neapolis on the Aegean. They proceed nine miles inland over some 
hills to Philippi, on the central Macedonia plateau.

Philippi’s reputation was well deserved from the time the father of 
Alexander the Great, Philip II of Macedon, renamed it after himself 
and established it as a commercial center. It dealt in agricultural 
produce of the rich plain and gold and silver mined from the 
surrounding mountains. Philippi had been made a Roman colony so 
it could serve as a home for retired army veterans after the decisive 
battle of the second civil war (42 B.C.) and the battle of Actium (31 
B.C.). Bearing witness in Philippi was the closest thing to preaching 
in Rome without actually being there. Following his normal “to the 
Jew first” strategy, Paul seeks out the synagogue on the sabbath.

What Paul finds, however, is a group of women gathered to worship 
the God of Israel, probably in the open air. Evidently the Jewish 
community in Philippi was so small that it did not have the requisite 
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ten men to form a synagogue. As Paul and his team sits down with 
them, they use the opportunity to speak of the Lord Jesus as the 
fulfillment of the divine promise of messianic salvation.

Lydia, a God-fearer and wealthy businesswoman—a dealer in 
expensive purple cloth—from Thyatira listens to what Paul is saying. 
The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. Before 
salvation the heart—the inner life, the center of personality, the 
seat of spiritual and intellectual life—is so controlled by sin that 
it is either slow to believe or actually antagonistic to the Gospel. 
Only if God prepares the heart by opening it—enlightening it to 
understand the Gospel, moving it to desire the salvation blessings—
and strengthening its will to decide for and endure in the Lord will 
it become the “noble and good heart” that receives salvation. What 
must I do to be saved? Listen to God’s Word in such a way that you 
find him opening your heart to follow it.

Next come Lydia’s public profession of her faith in baptism, together 
with her household, and her exercise of hospitality. In ancient 
Greco-Roman society the household was the basic social, economic 
and religious unit. The typical household was large, including 
nuclear and extended family, slaves and economic retainers. The 
conversion of this female head of a household, who was either single 
or a widow, has necessary religious and spiritual implications for the 
other members. And today we must be ever mindful of the strategic 
importance of social networks for the rapid spread of the Gospel, for 
multi-individual household conversions can snowball into people 
movements. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series 

– Acts.

The Lord opened her eyes to respond. May it be so for the thousands 
of people far from God in our Peavine community.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that God would open the eyes and hearts 
of people as he is preaching on Sundays.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that as they speak the Gospel to groups that 
God would open the eyes and hearts of people far from God.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that it would be a place that the Spirit could 
operate in and open the eyes and hearts of those who enter 
our doors.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that your eyes and heart would always be 
open to the Gospel message.
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DAY 21
ACTS 16:16-40

Commentary
At midnight the missionaries follow their Lord’s example, now 
embodied in the church and especially its leadership. They lift hymns 
of praise as they pray. This joy in the midst of undeserved suffering 
manifests again the power of true salvation, which is victorious 
whatever the circumstances. As a result their fellow prisoners—most 
if not all with a polytheistic mindset—are listening to a praise service 
exalting the excellencies of the one true God, whose word alone can 
show the way of salvation.

The Lord “made his praise glorious” when suddenly “the rocks cried 
out” as the foundations of the prison were shaken by a powerful 
earthquake, a phenomenon common in that region. The prison doors 
flew open and the chains came loose, literally “came unfastened.”

Though not responsible for escapes resulting from “acts of God”, 
the suddenly aroused jailer takes drastic personal measures. Either 
to make amends for the disgrace of having failed in his duty or 
to administer to himself, before his superiors did, the penalty for 
having let any escape, the jailer draws his short sword, a dagger, 
and is about to plunge it into his neck or heart when Paul calls out, 
Don’t harm yourself! We are all here! It is interesting that other than 
physical healings and exorcisms, this is the first time in Acts that 
a temporal need of a non-Christian is met. From it we learn that 
the Gospel must be preached within the context of concern for the 
whole person.
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The urgency, shakenness and respect, if not worship, shown in the 
jailer’s demeanor are matched by his question: Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved? The earthquake and the prisoners’ willingness to remain 
have vindicated the message and the messengers. Temporal salvation 
is not the issue, since the prisoners are reported present; clearly, then, 
this seismic event has shaken loose from the jailer’s heart the key 
religious question of his age . Today, too, often our personal world 
has to be shaken up by the onset of a life-threatening disease, a 
divorce, a vocational or financial reversal, before we consider the 
really important questions in life.

Paul’s answer is the Gospel in one simple command: Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household. In almost 
every city evangelized on this second missionary journey the positive 
response to the Gospel is described as saving faith. But it is belief in 
the Lord Jesus that brings salvation. 

As with Lydia, personal salvation for the head of the household has 
spiritual implications for the rest of the members. It does not mean 
automatic salvation for all household members, for true salvation 
is grounded in a proper understanding of the Gospel. So Paul takes 
time with the jailer and his household to explain to them the way of 
salvation. Each individual is responsible for what he or she will do 
with the Gospel.

The jailer and his household are the converts. They come to faith 
through hearing the Word, confess that faith in baptism, experience 
the eschatological joy of their new vertical relationship, and live out 
their new life of grace through physical help and hospitality in their 
horizontal relationships. What must I do to be saved?...Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.The IVP New 

Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Because Paul shared the Gospel in a time of crisis, an entire household 
came to faith in Christ.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead Peavine to position 
itself to help meet crisis needs in our community in order to 
share the Gospel of Jesus.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would be on alert for crisis needs 
and share the Gospel of Jesus.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would develop the resources to 
meet crisis needs in our community as a bridge to sharing the 
Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be on the alert for crisis 
needs around you and take those opportunities to offer words 
of hope in the Gospel.
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DAY 22
ACTS 17:1-21

Commentary
When Paul arrived at Athens in the province of Achaia, he came to 
an anomaly. Though its population was no more than ten thousand 
and it had been reduced to poverty and submission by its war with 
Rome (146 B.C.), it was granted the status of a free city in view of its 
illustrious past. “Accordingly, although the time of her greatest glory 
was gone forever, Athens could still boast of her right to be called 
a great center of philosophy, architecture, and art”—and, we might 
add, religion. In fact, what assaulted Paul’s spirit was the ubiquitous 
idolatry. Guarding the entrance to houses and shrines was a square 
pillar with the head of Hermes, the god of roads, gateways and the 
marketplace. What Paul met in Athens was “a forest of idols”.

Paul reaches out in witness not only in the synagogue but also in 
the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 
“The Athenian Agora [marketplace] was the center of the public 
and business life of the city, and people met there every day to learn 
the latest news and to discuss all manner of subjects....Temples and 
government buildings, shops and offices, and altars and statuary 
filled the Agora, and stoas and colonnades gave protection against 
the summer sun and the winter rain and cold”. John Stott observes 
that the equivalent today is “a park, city square or street corner, a 
shopping mall or marketplace, a pub, neighborhood bar, cafe, 
discoth-que or student cafeteria, wherever people meet when they 
are at leisure”. We, like Paul, must go to where the people are, and 
to those settings where serious discussion of ideas, even religious 
ideas, is natural and expected.
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Paul’s evangelism again follows the pattern of “reasoning” about Jesus 
and the resurrection. Paul’s message has created such a stir among 
the Epicureans and Stoics that they bring him before the Areopagus, 
Athens’ chief legislative and judicial council. This body licensed 
traveling lecturers, and Paul’s hearers want to see whether he should 
be given freedom to continue to teach. They want to understand 
this new teaching, for some strange (rather, “surprising, astounding”) 
ideas are coming to their ears.

The Athenians had an ambivalent relation to “foreign gods.” On the 
one hand, they were famous for incorporating alien deities into their 
pantheon. On the other hand, they believed they must stay vigilant 
lest “new gods” undermine the morals of the state. So the issue here 
is understanding followed by evaluation: is this something good or 
not?

The fearless and relevant witness that follows models an approach 
that some Christians in every society must take. They must engage 
the opinion-makers and shapers of thought and “do battle with 
contemporary non-Christian philosophies and ideologies and 
philosophies in a way which resonates with thoughtful, modern 
men and women, and so at least gain a hearing for the Gospel by the 
reasonableness of its presentation”. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP 

New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Paul took the Gospel outside the church walls and into the daily 
marketplace and started a movement.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he can lead the church to take the 
Gospel beyond the walls of the church and into everyday life.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they can lead people to be Gospel 
bearers in their daily activities.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would loose the Gospel from within 
our walls and take it out into our daily marketplace.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be a Gospel witness in your 
daily marketplace.
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DAY 23
ACTS 17:22-18:22

Commentary
Earlier Paul has received guidance and encouragement in visions 
from the Lord. Now the Lord appears to him at night again, with a 
threefold command attached to a threefold promise, all expressed in 
biblical language:

Do not be afraid (literally, “Stop being afraid”)/I am with you
Keep on speaking/No one is going to attack and harm you
Do not be (literally, “become”) silent/Because I have many people in 
this city

For Paul—or for us—to be afraid is to doubt the last promise of 
the risen Lord. Though Paul has territorially moved beyond the 
Macedonian call, the Lord is here to guide, telling him to keep on 
speaking. He promises that no one will attack Paul to harm him. 
Persecution would aim to stop the freely proclaimed, life-changing 
Gospel message. Therefore Paul is not to become silent. The Lord has 
already many people for his own in this city. The Lord’s work not only 
guarantees a fruitful ministry but demands that Paul responsibly 
fulfill his obligation to witness. And that he does, teaching...the word 
of God in Corinth for a year and a half.

In light of the vision of Revelation 5:9-10 and Revelation 7:9-10—”a 
great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the 
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Lamb”—it is right for us today to claim the promises and obey the 
commands of Acts 18:9-10 for the eleven thousand people groups 
that have yet to hear the Gospel. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New 

Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would have no fear proclaiming 
the Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would keep on speaking the Gospel 
and not be silent.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would boldly proclaim the Gospel 
and not keep silent.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would bear Gospel witness and not 
keep silent even in the face of opposition.
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DAY 24
ACTS 18:23-19:20

Commentary
In time, Paul’s teaching at the synagogue became too pointed, and 
the Jews became obstinate. In other words, a spiritual “hardness 
of heart” set in, and they refused to believe the Gospel. In their 
rebellion, they publicly maligned (spoke evil of, reviled, insulted) the 
Way (a common name for early Christianity).

Consequently, Paul moved his ministry to a nearby lecture hall 
(school). Tyrannus may have been a philosopher or merely the 
owner of the building. Such halls were used in the morning for 
teaching philosophy, but they were empty during the hot part of the 
day (about 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.). Because many people did not 
work during those hours, they would come to hear Paul’s preaching.

Today, the meetings at the school of Tyrannus would be considered 
evangelistic “seeker meetings.” The regular gatherings occurring in 
homes would parallel small-group church gatherings.

Some of the people refused to believe, and they maligned Paul. One 
of the obvious lessons from Acts is that excellent ministry always 
meets exceptional opposition. Believers who are serious in the quest 
to live faithfully for Jesus and proclaim the good news of the Gospel 
will encounter stiff resistance, possibly even severe persecution. 
No wonder Jesus told his followers to count the cost (Luke 14:25-
33). There is a heavy price to be paid for faithfulness. But the cost is 
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nothing compared to the glory that awaits those who determine to 
trust and obey the Lord. Following Christ is expensive (in terms of 
time, effort, energy, or material resources).

Have you counted the cost? More importantly, will you pay the price? 
Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.

There will always be people who reject our message. We shouldn’t get 
discouraged or quit but pray for them and share with someone else. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that even in the midst of opposition he 
would find receptive hearts for the Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that even in the midst of hardness others 
would be open to the Gospel message.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that God would send people our way who 
need to hear the salvation message.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that even when the message is rejected by 
some that God would send you others whose hearts are open. 
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DAY 25
ACTS 19:21-41

Commentary
To set in bold relief the final episode at Ephesus, Luke, as he has 
done before, breaks in with an overview of Paul’s future movements 
expressed through his desires. Though there is a description of the 
intervening stops on the itinerary—Macedonia, Achaia, Jerusalem—
the emphasis is on the final destination, Rome. The words present 
these plans as simply Paul’s human desires and purposes: Paul decided. 
This translates the admittedly ambiguous phrase “he purposed in the 
spirit”. When this phrase is taken in combination with the must of the 
next sentence, Luke seems to be declaring Paul’s conviction by the 
power of the Spirit that it is God’s will for him to continue pursuing 
his calling by preaching the Gospel in Rome. Once the northeastern 
portion of the Mediterranean basin is evangelized, there will be no 
more room for the apostle to the Gentiles to work. What better way 
to fulfill a calling to all the nations, to “kings” and the small and 
the great, than to proclaim the message of the kingdom at the very 
center of it all, the capital of the Empire? Through his converts, in 
centrifugal fashion, he can then reach to the ends of the earth, even 
the regions of the west, including Spain, which he also hoped to 
evangelize personally. 

Ever the strategic thinker, ever under the Spirit’s guidance, Paul 
plans for this divinely ordained “new Macedonia.” And he works his 
plan by sending Timothy and Erastus to get a collection for him to 
take to Jerusalem.
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Today the church desperately needs to listen to visionary strategists 
whose “mission advance and church growth” eyes help them define 
and articulate the task in doable terms. They call the church to finish 
the task: “It can be done; it ought to be done; it must be done—a 
church for every people and the Gospel for every person.” The IVP New 

Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would be a visionary strategist to 
advance the Gospel mission and message.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would call the church to take the 
Gospel message to everyone. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a church for every people 
and proclaim the message for every person.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be a Gospel strategist in your 
everyday life - ever vigilant looking for opportunities to share 
Jesus.
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DAY 26
ACTS 20:1-27

Commentary
Paul’s statement of his priorities and values is a great perspective for 
any believer of any age. Self-preservation must be subservient to the 
faithful completion of the task the Lord Jesus has given. Paul used 
one of his favorite athletic pictures to illustrate what he meant—his 
life was a race that had to be finished. Life or death was irrelevant to 
Paul. His sold-out, single-minded desire was to finish the race well. 
As he would tell the Philippians in a letter not too many months 
hence: “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, 
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be 
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death” (Philippians 1:20).

Paul further clarified what he meant by the “task” when he said 
that it was testifying to the Gospel of God’s grace. The Gospel is a 
message of forgiveness, freedom, and a future. Note that it was not 
teaching skill or preaching skill nor any other gift or skill to which 
Paul alluded as his task—just simple testifying.

Paul was a single-minded person, and the most important goal of his 
life was to tell others about Christ (Philippians 3:7-13). No wonder 
Paul was the greatest missionary who ever lived.

Although it helps to be trained how to share your faith, you can be a 
missionary in your world if you simply ‘testify’ to what the Lord has 
done for you. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would provide the appropriate 
resources and tools to train every believer at Peavine how to 
share the Gospel and testify of Jesus.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would train others well how to 
share their faith

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a body of believers that had 
a story of life transformation to tell.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would often have the opportunity to 
tell others about what Jesus has done for you.
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DAY 27
ACTS 20:28-21:14

Commentary
Paul concluded his charge to the Ephesian elders with some final 
warnings. He began by entrusting them into the hands of God and 
“to the word of his grace,” a reference to the truth of the Gospel. He 
reminded them that only in this truth could they expect to grow 
spiritually and to receive “an inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified.” To refer to believers as “sanctified” is nothing unusual for 
Paul, who often describes Christians as “sanctified ones,” or “saints” 
in his letters.

In bringing his remarks to a close Paul hit on one temptation which 
could not be neglected. As they were to follow in his footsteps in 
matters of compassion and doctrine, so they were to emulate his 
sacrificial style of ministry. He had never sought the trappings of 
wealth—“silver or gold or clothing.” Instead he had followed a policy 
of working with his own hands to supply his needs, a practice he 
reflects on in his letters. In many cases he had even provided for the 
needs of his companions.

Compassion ruled in the ministry of Paul. Whether in his preaching 
or in his efforts to receive the collection for the saints in Judea, Paul 
remembered the lesson that “we must help the weak.” His ultimate 
inspiration was the Lord Jesus himself. Christ had said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” This statement of Christ is not 
recorded in the Gospels, and may be a quotation which Paul drew 
from the oral tradition of the ministry and teachings of Jesus.
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Thus he urged the Ephesian elders to avoid a ministry characterized 
by greed or materialism. With this quotation Paul closed his remarks.
College Press NIV Commentary, The - The College Press NIV Commentary – Acts.

The final words Paul spoke to the Ephesian church were about giving. 
If Peavine is to be a community of believers that is enjoying the favor 
of God, experiencing revival, and see those far from God find Him, 
then we must be a community of givers.

Unless we give our time, talents and treasures (tithes and offerings) 
to the work, we’ll never turn the world upside down for Christ. You 
are never more like Jesus than when you are giving.

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would be a giver and lead the 
church to be givers.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would be givers and lead the people 
they serve to be givers.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a giving church. Giving 
above and beyond what is ‘expected’.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be a giver of your time, talent 
and treasures.
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DAY 28
ACTS 21:15-40

Commentary
At the home of Mnason, Paul receives a “warm welcome” from 
fellow Christians. Since Luke does not specify that only like-minded 
Hellenistic Jewish Christians so greet Paul and his party, we should 
probably think of a delegation representative of the whole Jerusalem 
church. From them news of his coming would filter back to all 
segments of the church. 

The next day there is a respectful reunion, an official reception by 
the chief elder, James, half-brother of Jesus, and the church’s ruling 
elder board. James receives a solemn greeting from Paul, perhaps an 
embrace, a kiss and a verbal greeting such as “Hail!” “Peace be with 
you!” or “Grace and peace to you!”.

Then Paul offers a praiseworthy report. As at the Jerusalem Council, 
he reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through 
his ministry. Luke’s phrasing reminds us that anything accomplished 
through a ministry from the Lord, for the Lord and in his name is, in 
the final analysis, accomplished by the Lord alone. This is a necessary 
reminder, for often we are so busy doing our demographics, planning 
our outreach strategies, preparing our people and materials for our 
next big advance for God that we forget that he must do the work. 
True ministry for him will always be ministry by him.

When the elders heard this, they praised God. Not unlike Jesus’ 
“triumphal entry” into Jerusalem, Paul’s arrival is surrounded by 
praise. Interestingly, after reporting the glorifying of God at Jesus’ 
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birth, for his teaching and especially his healing ministry, and at the 
way he died, Luke makes the salvation of the Gentiles his crowning 
reason for praise.

Indeed, if we bear the mark of grace we will respond in praise 
when we hear of saving grace coming to others. That grace will be 
especially evident when they are persons against whom we were 
formerly prejudiced because of race, class or culture. Praise for their 
salvation is the only proper starting point for building a framework 
of harmony within which all can deal properly with their religious 
past.
The IVP New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

We should praise God when the saving grace of Christ is manifested 
in others. A church on fire is a church that rejoices every time 
someone comes to faith in Christ. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead the church to celebrate 
new life in Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would lead their ministries to 
rejoice over life transformation in Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would celebrate with the ‘angels in 
heaven’ over one person that comes to Christ. 

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would have the joy of the Lord and 
celebrate every person who comes to faith in Christ.
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DAY 29
ACTS 22:1-21

Commentary
Blinded, confused, shocked, scared—Paul’s mind must have been 
reeling as he lay in the dust. If this experience was true, Jesus had not 
been merely an itinerant Galilean rabbi with messianic ambitions. 
He was the resurrected and glorified Messiah, the Lord, from whom 
Paul would have to take all future marching orders. Paul must have 
realized in those moments that his way of thinking and his whole life 
would be forever altered. He had responded with a humble question, 
“What shall I do, Lord?”

Paul related to his audience the physical effects of this divine 
revelation. He had been unable to see and had to be led into 
Damascus by others. There Jesus had told him that he would receive 
further instructions. There is no record that his colleagues saw the 
vision or that any of them were converted.

Upon encountering Jesus, Paul recognized him as Lord of all, asked 
the only appropriate question, “What shall I do?” and then obeyed 
without reservation. This ought to be each believer’s continual, daily 
response to God. Renewing the mind requires seeing Jesus as the 
one who controls all things and who alone deserves to direct our 
lives. Living the new life demands that we seek his will and then 
implement it. This is true submission. It explains why Paul was so 
fruitful for God. And it suggests how we can live effectively for Christ. 
Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
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Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would obey without reservation 
and continually seek the Lord’s will.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would seek to know and implement 
God’s will.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that each member would daily seek God’s 
will for their lives. 

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself pray daily the prayer, “Lord, what shall I do?”
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DAY 30
ACTS 22:22-23:11

Commentary
Paul believed that it was God’s will—at least he purposed “in the 
Spirit”—to bear witness in Jerusalem and Rome. He admitted that 
he did not know whether he would succeed, for the divine guidance 
he received also included warnings that affliction and imprisonment 
awaited him in Jerusalem. On more than one occasion he stated his 
readiness to face death, even in Jerusalem, if that was what faithful 
witness demanded.

As he is violently opposed by the Jews, an enigma to his Roman 
protectors, what must be racing through his mind? What’s next for 
him? Though we do not know Paul’s mind and heart at this point, 
the Lord does. The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, 
“Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you 
must also testify in Rome.” This word of comfort, assuring Paul that it 
is God’s will that he bear witness in Rome, is also a word of guidance. 
Directed by this knowledge, Paul will avoid death by ambush on the 
way to or in Jerusalem.

From this vision and subsequent events we learn that because 
martyrdom is never suicide, the Gospel witness can be assured of 
divine guidance and protection, in the midst of life-threatening 
circumstances, so that his mission is not cut short. The IVP New Testament 

Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.
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The safest place a Christian can be is in the center of God’s will. 
We can turn the world upside down if we live under His protection 
proclaiming His message. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would feel the divine guidance 
and protection of the Lord as he bears witness of the Gospel 
message.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would minister under the protective 
hand of God.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that our church would never cut the mission 
short because of opposition or fear.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would be in God’s will and that he 
would guide and protect you as you tell others about Jesus.
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DAY 31
ACTS 23:12-35

Commentary
This is the only biblical reference to Paul’s family. Some scholars 
believe that Paul’s family disowned him when he became a Christian. 
Paul wrote of having suffered the loss of everything for Christ 
(Philippians 3:8). Paul’s nephew, who is never named, was evidently 
able to visit Paul, even though Paul was in protective custody. Roman 
prisoners were often accessible to their relatives and friends who 
could bring them food and other amenities. How the nephew heard 
of the plan is not stated. There also is no mention of any others of 
Paul’s relatives.

Once Paul received the information, he immediately sent his nephew 
to the commander. Although God had told Paul that he would go to 
Rome, God did not explain how he would be kept safe. There is a 
healthy balance here of Paul trusting in God’s sovereignty and yet 
wisely utilizing the God-sent provisions that would come his way—
his Roman citizenship, the Roman soldiers, the Roman prison, and 
now, a piece of important information from a relative. Paul trusted 
God, but he kept his eyes open to see just how the Father would 
deliver him.

It is easy to overlook children or teenagers, assuming that they 
aren’t old enough to do much for the Lord. But a young man (Paul’s 
nephew) played an important human part in protecting the apostle’s 
life. God can use anyone, of any age, who is willing to yield to him. 
Jesus made it clear that children are important (Matthew 18:2-6). 
Give children the importance God gives them. Life Application Bible Commentary 

- Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.
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If Peavine would be a church that turns the world upside down there 
will have to be a focus on children’s and student ministries. A healthy 
church is one where there is an abundance of children and teenagers. 
It’s great when they are the ones bringing their parents to church. 
According to Barna, 77% of born again Christians came to Christ by 
the age of 21. Student and children’s ministries are vitally important. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that when he preaches he would connect 
with children and students.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that in all they do children and students 
would be emphasized. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that our church would be a place that puts 
high value on children and students.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you could set aside personal preferences 
in order to reach the next generation.
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DAY 32
ACTS 24:1-27

Commentary
Paul always preached for a decision, and under the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit, Felix knows this message is for him. It fills him with fear. 
He is startled, terrified, at the prospect of the last day. But this does 
not lead to humble faith. Felix uses procrastination to stay in control 
of his own destiny. He will determine when and to what extent these 
matters are considered in the future.

How often does fear hide behind a busy schedule? How many have 
fooled themselves into thinking that by not deciding they have truly 
“kept all the options open” and at a convenient time in the future 
they will give the claims of Christ the serious attention they deserve? 
Actually indecision is a decision—a choice to remain where we are, 
outside God’s saving grace, with the condemnation of the judgment 
to come our only prospect.

But Felix’s procrastination is more than a coping strategy. It also 
expresses his greed. Following common provincial administrative 
practice, he demands gold—seeks a bribe—from Paul in exchange 
for his release. He is evidently willing to trade hope of life eternal 
later for hope of money now. Jesus warned of the unevenness of such 
a trade.

Felix’s desire for glory led him to trade the approval of fellow human 
beings for justice. He left office under a cloud. A Jewish delegation’s 
complaint to the emperor about his ruthless suppression of a dispute 
between Jews and Gentiles in Caesarea led to his removal.
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As he leaves, he curries the Jews’ favor by leaving Paul in prison. 
Paul’s plight, clearly a miscarriage of justice and unworthy of a 
Roman citizen, nevertheless continues to provide the protection that 
is needed if Paul is ever to experience the divine promise—witness 
in Rome.

Felix’s profligate life warns us all not to let sex, money or power put 
us into a “don’t call me, I’ll call you” stance toward the Gospel.The IVP 

New Testament Commentary Series - The IVP New Testament Commentary Series – Acts.

Indecision is a decision to not trust Christ. The enemy doesn’t tell 
you to say ‘no’ to heaven. He only tells you to say ‘not today’ to 
heaven. Earthly procrastination can lead to eternal peril. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would preach and lead with the 
urgency the Gospel demands.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would minister with the urgency 
of heaven. 

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would not procrastinate in sharing 
the Good news of Jesus.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would no longer put off inviting 
someone to church that God has laid on your heart.
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DAY 33
ACTS 25:1-22

Commentary
King Agrippa was Herod Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I, and 
a descendant of Herod the Great, the last of the Herod dynasty 
that ruled parts of Palestine from 40 b.c. to a.d. 100. Like great-
grandfather, like grandfather, like father, like son—Agrippa 
inherited the effects of generations of powerful men with flawed 
personalities. Each son followed his father in weaknesses, mistakes, 
and missed opportunities. Each generation had a confrontation 
with God, and each failed to realize the importance of his decision. 
At this time (a.d. 60) Agrippa II was a young man of about thirty-
three. He ruled the territories northeast of Palestine, bearing 
the title of “king.” With power over the temple, he controlled the 
temple treasury and could appoint and remove the high priest. Here 
Agrippa and Bernice were making an official visit to Festus, to pay 
their respects. Agrippa, of Jewish descent, could help clarify Paul’s 
case for the Roman governor.

Agrippa’s family had a long history of encountering Christ. His 
great-grandfather, Herod the Great, the paranoid king, had tried 
to murder the baby Jesus. Agrippa’s great uncle, Herod Antipas, 
actually met Jesus during his trial but failed to see him for who he 
was. Here Agrippa and his sister Bernice, carrying on an incestuous 
relationship, were confronted again by a gracious God with the truth 
of the Gospel. As far as we know, they—like their ancestors—rejected 
the forgiveness and eternal life that is found only in Christ. We can 
learn a number of lessons from the Herods, but one of the most 
sobering is this: families tend to pass on both positive and negative 
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traits to the next generation. What kind of spiritual example are you 
setting for your children? What will be your legacy? Life Application Bible 

Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.

If we are to turn our community upside down for Christ we will have 
to reach families. Just as students and children are important, so also 
is the family unit starting with the dad. Peavine needs to be a family 
friendly place that helps bring the entire family into relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he will lead Peavine to reach out to 
families in our community with the Gospel.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they will have ‘family friendly’ ministries.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that God will allow us to reach men. Studies 
show that if we reach men we will reach the entire family unit

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself Pray for your family. That every member 
would know Christ and be a Gospel witness.
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DAY 34
ACTS 25:23-26:18

Commentary
Imagine this sobering word at the start of a ministry. When Jesus 
said, “I will rescue you,” inherent in this statement was the promise 
of danger from which Paul would need rescue. The two sources of 
the danger would be his own people (the Jews) and the Gentiles, 
in whose court he stood. At Paul’s conversion, Jesus had promised 
Paul the kind of trouble that Paul had already been causing for 
the Christians. Despite the trouble, however, Christ promised him 
rescue.

Christ’s words of commission to Paul sound like the work predicted 
of the Messiah in places like Isaiah 35:5; 42:7, 16; 61:1. Paul was to 
turn many people from darkness to light, which he did. Paul was 
to be God’s instrument of turning both Jew and Gentile from the 
power of Satan to God, inviting them to receive forgiveness of sins, 
which he did. Paul was also to offer both Jew and Gentile a full place 
among those who are sanctified by faith, which he did. Paul took 
every opportunity to remind his audience that the Gentiles had an 
equal share in God’s inheritance. This inheritance is the promise and 
blessing of the covenant that God made with Abraham.

Paul gives us here a grim reminder of what it means to be lost. Apart 
from Christ, people are blinded and in spiritual darkness. They 
are under the sway of Satan and, because of their sins, unforgiven 
(under condemnation). Many times we forget these facts. Today 
when you look at people who are well dressed, polished, moral, and 
successful (at least in the world’s eyes), do not automatically assume 
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they have no needs. Until they put their total trust in Christ, they 
are in a terrible state. Let this way of thinking stir you to compassion 
(prayer) and action (evangelism). Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible 

Commentary – Acts.

Prayer and evangelism always go hand in hand. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead Peavine to be a church 
praying for the lost. 

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would each lead their ministries to 
pray for the lost.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would corporately remember the lost 
in our daily prayers.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself Write down the names of three people in 
your sphere of influence who are lost and begin praying that 
God would lead them from darkness to light.
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DAY 35
ACTS 26:19-27:13

Commentary
Paul’s direct question probably embarrassed Agrippa in front of this 
powerful crowd. His response, in what appears to be a condescending 
fashion, was to shoot back. It is difficult to tell whether Agrippa’s 
tone of voice was harsh or joking, though the desired effect was to 
brush Paul off.

If Agrippa were to say that he did not believe the prophets, he 
would have lost influence with his Jewish constituency. If he 
were to say that he did believe the prophets, then he would have 
played into the hands of Paul the evangelist, who then would 
say that Agrippa would have no reason not to believe in Christ. 
So Agrippa just retaliated quickly, reminding the apostle who was 
the prisoner and who was the potentate: Do you think that in such a 
short time you can persuade me to be a Christian? This translation 
is correct, though many are familiar with the King James Version, 
“almost thou persuadest me.” The Greek phrase en oligo means “in 
a little while” or “briefly,” not “almost,” as the King James Version 
renders it. The question may have been a jab at Paul and his message, 
saying that he would not be as easily persuaded as Paul’s other 
converts had been.

Agrippa heard the Gospel from Paul but seems to have considered 
the message mild entertainment. Like so many before and after, 
Agrippa stopped within hearing distance of the kingdom of God. 
He left himself without excuse. He heard the Gospel but decided it 
wasn’t worth responding to personally. Unfortunately, his mistake 
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isn’t uncommon. Many who read his story also will not believe. Their 
problem, like his, is not really that the Gospel isn’t convincing or that 
they don’t need to know God personally; it is that they choose not 
to respond. 

What has been your response to the Gospel? Has it turned your 
life around and given you the hope of eternal life, or has it been a 
message to resist or reject? It may seem like too great a price to give 
God control of your life, but it is an even greater price by far to live 
eternally apart from him because you have chosen not to be his child. 
Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.

We have to get comfortable with direct questions. As we witness, we 
can’t forget to call people to a decision. 
So, now ask yourself, are you sure of your salvation?

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that as he gives an invitation each week 
that people will respond in faith to the question of salvation.

 Ȗ Pray for the staff that they will boldly call for a decision 
whenever given the opportunity.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that every week we will see people come to 
faith in Christ during the invitation.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself Examine your own faith. Are you sure you 
are a Christian and have come to faith in Christ? Has He 
turned your world upside down?
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DAY 36
ACTS 27:14-44

Commentary
Despite the potential for risk, the centurion Julius was impressed 
enough with Paul to keep the soldiers from carrying out their plan. 
As the highest ranking official, he had the full authority to make this 
decision.

Some swam; others floated ashore on pieces of the collapsing ship. 
The evacuation plan worked, because everyone reached land in 
safety. No prisoners are recorded as having escaped. This sequence 
of events preserved Paul for his later ministry in Rome and fulfilled 
his prophetic utterance that everyone on the ship would be saved.

In the minds of both Greeks and Romans, surviving a disaster at sea 
was evidence of a person’s innocence. The powerful sea gods were 
not believed to spare the guilty.

Paul’s arduous trip to Rome (chapters 27-28) provides us with at least 
four good tips for making the most of our own journey through life:

1. Recognize the presence of God (27:1-28:31)—understand that 
God is with you, even in the darkest times.

2. Rely on the people of God (27:1-3; 28:2, 7-10, 14-15, 30)—lean 
on the people whom God graciously puts in your life.

3. Rest on the promises of God (27:22-25; cf. 23:11)—know that 
what God has said, he will do.
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4. Remember the purposes of God (28:8-9, 17-31)—keep your 
eyes on the destination and ultimate goal. Life Application Bible Commentary 

- Life Application Bible Commentary – Acts.

If we would turn the world upside down with the Gospel we too have 
to make the most of our journey through life. I’m reminded of a poem 
my mother had hanging on our wall when I was growing up:

Only one life, twill soon be past.
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that every day he would keep his eyes on 
the ultimate goal of Christ.

 Ȗ Pray for our Staff that they would recognize the presence of 
God in all they do.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a church that people can 
lean on while going through tough times.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you would feel the presence of God and 
rely on the promises of God even if you are going through a 
dark time in your life.
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DAY 37
ACTS 28:1-15

Commentary
That Paul was under God’s protection is further underscored by the 
first incident that occurred on Malta—the apostle’s deliverance from 
the bite of a viper. This evidently took place soon after the entire 
party aboard the ship safely reached shore. They learned from the 
natives that they were on the island of Malta. The ship’s crew had 
been unable to ascertain their position because of the darkened sky 
in the storm’s fury. Somewhat miraculously they had been delivered 
virtually on course for their final destination of Italy.

The simple natives of the island did not share the fear and suspicion 
that one might have expected and showed the storm-weary voyagers 
“unusual kindness”, lighting a fire to warm them from the chilly breeze 
that followed the “northeaster”. Paul did not consider it beneath his 
dignity to assist in the maintenance of the fire and gathered sticks 
up into a bundle and threw them on the blaze. The heat from the 
fire revived a snake from its cold-blooded stupor brought on by the 
chill. It had been concealed lifeless in Paul’s bundle of twigs; and as 
the apostle threw the sticks on the fire, it struck and fixed itself to 
his hand.

The snake has provoked no end of discussion among scholars. Luke 
used a term that generally denotes a “viper,” a poisonous snake; but 
it has been pointed out that today there are no poisonous snakes 
on Malta. Obviously the current situation on the island would have 
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little to say about conditions there in the first century. Malta has 
been heavily populated through the centuries, and poisonous snakes 
would have had little chance for survival.

What is clear from the text is the perception of the natives. They 
obviously saw the creature as venomous and expected Paul to die. 
Since they were native to the island and should have known their 
own species, their reaction probably is the best clue about how the 
narrative is to be taken. For them the serpent’s bite was a sure sign 
that Paul was a fugitive from the gods and that divine retribution had 
finally caught up with him. In this they were reflecting a common 
ancient concept. The Romans, for instance, told the story of a 
fugitive who escaped a shipwreck but was killed by a snake that bit 
him as he lay recovering on the beach; and Jewish tradition told of 
the murderer who got his just deserts from the fangs of a viper. But 
this was not the case with Paul. He simply shook the snake into the 
fire and suffered no ill effects from its bite. Justice was not catching 
up with Paul. Quite the contrary—providence was preserving him.

It was remarkable how radically the islanders’ opinion of Paul 
shifted. After waiting for a long time for the venom to take effect 
and waiting in vain, they drew the opposite conclusion. He was not 
a fugitive at all but rather a god. One is surprised that Luke abruptly 
concluded the incident at this point. On an earlier occasion, when 
the natives of Lystra hailed Paul and Barnabas as gods, Paul quickly 
set them straight; and when Cornelius sought to worship Peter, the 
apostle corrected him immediately. The reader of Acts needs no 
reminder that the response of the Maltese was inappropriate. Rather, 
by ending on their acclamation, Luke emphasized another point 
altogether in this narrative—namely, that Paul was thoroughly under 
the protection of God. Whether a storm at sea or a viper on land, 
Paul was delivered against all expectations. Both were acts of divine 
providence; both were miraculous. Throughout Acts miracles are 
always shown to be in service to the word. They provide the occasion 
and opportunity for sharing the Gospel. Luke gave no account of 
Paul’s evangelizing Malta; but following the pattern of miracle and 
witness found throughout Acts, one would naturally assume that 
Paul seized this opportunity to share the Gospel with the natives. New 

American Commentary - New American Commentary – Volume 26: Acts.
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While we attempt to turn the world upside down for Jesus, make 
no mistake, the enemy will not be pleased. He will use every means 
necessary to thwart our efforts but take heart, when you are in God’s 
will you are under the divine protection of the Almighty!

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he and his family would be under the 
protection of God.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they and their families would be under 
the protection of God.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that Peavine would be under God’s divine 
protection.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that you and your loved ones would be under 
the protection of God Almighty!
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DAY 38
READ ACTS 28:16-31

Commentary
During Paul’s time of freedom, he may have continued to travel 
extensively, even going to Spain and back to the churches in Greece. 
The books of 1 Timothy and Titus were written during this time. 
Later, Paul was imprisoned again, probably in Rome, where he wrote 
his last letter (2 Timothy). During this first Roman imprisonment, 
he spoke with all boldness . . . and no one tried to stop him. The 
Greek word akolutos (“without hindrance”) is the last word of Acts, 
thus ending the book on a triumphal note.

Why does Acts end here and so abruptly? The book is not about 
the life of Paul but about the spread of the Gospel, and that had 
been clearly presented by Luke. God apparently thought it was not 
necessary for someone to write an additional book describing the 
continuing history of the early church. Now that the Gospel had been 
preached and established at the center of trade and government, it 
would spread across the world.

THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES
The book of Acts deals with the history of the Christian church and 
its expansion in ever-widening circles touching Jerusalem, Antioch, 
Ephesus, and Rome—the most influential cities in the western 
world. Acts also shows the mighty miracles and testimonies of the 
heroes and martyrs of the early church—Peter, Stephen, James, 
Paul. All the ministry was prompted and held together by the Holy 
Spirit, working in the lives of ordinary people—merchants, travelers, 
slaves, jailers, church leaders, males, females, Gentiles, Jews, rich, 
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and poor. The book of Acts ends abruptly, showing that the history 
of the church was not yet complete. Many unsung heroes of the faith 
would continue the work, through the Holy Spirit, in succeeding 
generations, changing the world with a changeless message—that 
Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord for all who call on him. 

Today we are called to be a part of the sequel, to be the unsung 
heroes in the continuing story of the spread of the Gospel. It is that 
same message that we Christians are to take to our world so that 
many more may hear and believe. Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application 

Bible Commentary – Acts.

Today we are called to turn the world upside down. We are writing 
the remaining chapters in Acts as we spread the Gospel throughout 
Peavine City and the world. 

Pray
 Ȗ Pray for Pastor Joel that he would lead Peavine to continue 
to take the message to the ends of the earth until Jesus comes.

 Ȗ Pray for the Staff that they would see many come to faith in 
Christ in their ministries.

 Ȗ Pray for Peavine that we would be a church that’s continuing 
to write our story of changing the world with the changeless 
message.

 Ȗ Pray for Yourself that God would make clear to you your part 
in the divine narrative of the Gospel.
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DAY 39
1 THESSALONIANS 5:25

Commentary
Everyone needs prayer.

But I do want to argue that pastors and other Christian leaders need 
intercession more than ordinary members of the Body of Christ. 
This may sound strange and even arrogant at first, but let me propose 
five reasons why I believe it to be true.

1. Pastors Have More Responsibility and Accountability
Most of us Christian leaders get chills up and down our spines 
when we read James 3:1, “My brethren, let not many of you become 
teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.”

All Christians will come before the judgment seat of Christ, but 
pastors and other leaders have been forewarned that there is a 
divine double standard. One for “teachers” and one for all the rest.

In other words, in the eyes of God a given sin is worse for a pastor to 
commit than for others. The first problem, of course, is the sin itself 
and that may be the same for everyone. But the second problem 
is the violation of the office, which is even more serious. When an 
office such as pastor or teacher (including seminary professor) has 
been granted by God and recognized by the Christian community, 
it is a grievous offense to break that trust.
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Accepting a position of leadership in the Christian world is running 
a risk. Sin becomes more dangerous than ever before. And this is 
one reason why pastors have a greater need for intercession.

2. Pastors Are More Subject to Temptation
Make no mistake about it, the higher up you go on the ladder of 
Christian leadership, the higher you go on Satan’s hit list. The devil 
is characterized as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 
If he has a choice, he will devour a leader before he will devour 
anyone else. And he will use every weapon in his arsenal to do it.

3. Pastors Are More Targeted by Spiritual Warfare

4. Pastors Have More Influence on Others
Not only does the fall of a pastor injure an untold number of 
people, but it also directly influences churches. 

5. Pastors Have More Visibility
Because pastors are up front, they are constantly subject to gossip 
and criticism. When church members have Sunday dinner, the 
pastor and the sermon of the morning are frequent topics of 
conversation. People talk about the good and also the bad. The 
pastor is closely observed and it is no secret. Just knowing this 
places a difficult burden on pastors and they need supernatural 
help to handle that situation well. Intercession opens the way for 
them to receive this help. Prayer Shield: How to Intercede for Pastors, Christian Leaders and 

Others on the Spiritual Frontlines.

Here are some ways to pray for your pastor today and everyday:

Pray that your pastor will love God with all his heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. Pray that God’s Spirit will work in his heart in power and that 
he will value and follow biblical priorities.

Pray that your pastor will cultivate strong character and 
uncompromising integrity. Pray that his testimony will be genuine and 
that he will never do anything that he would need to hide from others.
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Pray for his personal walk with God—that his soul and spirit will be 
nourished and strengthened in his quiet time with God, beyond his 
sermon preparation. Pray that he will spend more time in the Word of 
God than reading Christian books and articles.

Pray that your pastor will counsel and teach with discernment through 
the wise use of Scripture and faith in God’s power to work. Pray that he 
will be protected from the effects of sinful or negative attitudes that he 
encounters as he counsels.

Ask God to protect your pastor’s marriage and keep it strong as a model 
of Christ’s relationship with the Church.

Ask God to heal any hurts that your pastor has suffered in the ministry. 
Pray that he will serve the Lord with gladness and encourage the 
congregation to worship God with a joyful, surrendered spirit.

Pray for your pastor’s children and especially that the pressures of the 
ministry will not discourage or embitter them. Pray that your pastor 
will provide godly leadership in the home, not based on fear of what 
others will think, but according to scriptural truth.

Ask God to protect your pastor from the evil plots of Satan. Pray that 
he will not be corrupted as he rubs shoulders with the world in the 
course of ministry.

Pray that God will bring godly friends and encouragers to your 
pastor and his family to strengthen them for the ministry and provide 
meaningful fellowship and times of rest.

Pray that your pastor will be humble and authentic in his faith, not 
given to pride or hypocrisy. Pray that he will have pure motives and 
give God glory for every gain or victory.
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Pray that your pastor will make wise lifestyle choices in order to 
protect his health, especially in the areas of exercise, eating moderately, 
and getting sufficient rest. Pray for times of relaxation and renewal to 
balance the stress of ministry.

Pray that your pastor will focus on the Word of God and walk in 
the fear of the Lord—rather than fear of man—as he prepares his 
messages. Pray that he will seek to please God rather than men and 
pursue holiness rather than the praise of men.

Praise God for your pastor’s leadership and pray that he will make 
godly decisions. Pray that he will lead with a shepherd’s heart and that 
he will always speak the truth in love.

Pray that your pastor will be courageous in the pulpit in proclaiming 
Christ and confident in his use of the Word of God. Ask God to help 
him preach with insight, transparency, and humility.

Pray that your pastor will be a “Great Commission man”—committed 
to personal evangelism and the equipping of the saints to seek the lost. 
Pray that he will have a heart to develop a thriving missions program 
in his church.

Pray that your pastor will be a man of prayer and worship and that 
he will lead by example—teaching the congregation how to walk in a 
close relationship with the Father.

Pray that your pastor will use wise time management and that he will 
seek God’s perspective for his schedule, guarding his time against 
unnecessary interruptions.

Pray for a fresh divine anointing on your pastor’s ministry. Pray that 
God’s working will be powerfully evident both in his personal life and 
the spiritual life of the congregation.

Pray that your pastor will not give in to discouragement, but will deal 
with inevitable criticism and conflict by committing himself into the 



95

4 0  D A Y  P R A Y E R  A N D  F A S T I N G  G U I D E

hands of God, who judges righteously.

Pray for spiritual unity in the church staff and among the spiritual 
leadership of the church. Pray that the enemy will not be allowed to 
create divisions, strife, or misunderstanding among the church leaders. 

Pray that God will give your pastor a clear, biblical vision of what your 
church can be and should be for His glory and that he will communicate 
that vision clearly and confidently to the church.

Pray that your pastor will seek God for personal revival and revival in 
your church and community.

Pray that he will earnestly seek God’s will and be committed to instant 
and complete obedience—ready for God to work powerfully in and 
through his ministry.

Pray that he will strive for personal excellence and will believe God for 
all He wants to do in the congregation.

Pray that your pastor will be a man of faith and have a passionate love 
for God, not giving in to worries, fears, or an uptight and anxious spirit.

Ask God to provide for the financial needs of your pastor and his 
family. Pray that he will be a wise steward of both personal finances 
and church funds. © Used with permission. http://www.ReviveOurHearts.com
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DAY 40
A pastor’s wife is often in the shadow of the man who fills the pulpit 
every Sunday. Most of the time, she is pleased that God has called 
her husband to this place of selfless service, but there are days when 
she wishes for a more “normal” life. She listens to her husband’s 
dreams for the ministry and creates a safe haven for him when it 
seems he has no friends. She loves and respects him, prays for him, 
and serves him.

Most people focus on the needs of their pastor, and one of the 
greatest gifts a congregation can give to him is to pray for and care 
for his wife and family.

We must remember that pastors’ wives are human. They face the 
same challenges as other women in the congregation. They are 
tempted to sin, grow weary in ministry, and often struggle to balance 
their roles and responsibilities.

Your pastor’s wife needs encouragement, friendships, support, 
practical help, and most of all, earnest prayer. Your prayers are 
crucial to her spiritual and emotional health, and God will reward 
your efforts to cover your pastor’s wife in prayer.

As you accept the challenge to pray for your pastor’s wife, let her 
know that you are praying for her. Ask her if she has specific prayer 
requests. The following prayer guide with accompanying Scriptures 
offers some practical ways to pray for her.
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Pray that your pastor’s wife will love God with all her heart, soul, mind, 
and strength. Pray that God’s Spirit will work in her heart in power and 
that she will value and follow biblical priorities.

Pray that she will cultivate strong character and uncompromising 
integrity. Pray that her testimony will be genuine and that she will 
guard her heart

Pray for her personal walk with God—that her soul and spirit will be 
nourished and strengthened in her times with Him. Pray that she will 
spend more time in the Word of God than in reading Christian books 
and articles.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will counsel and teach with discernment 
through the wise use of Scripture and with faith in God’s power.

Ask God to protect her marriage and keep it strong as a model of the 
Church’s submission to Christ. Pray that she will respect and practice 
Godly submission to her husband’s leadership and that her husband 
will love and cherish her.

Pray that God will protect your pastor’s wife from discouragement and 
bitterness when she or her husband faces inevitable criticism. Pray that 
she will trust in the wisdom of the Word of God to answer her critics 
and commit herself into the hands of God, who judges righteously.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will remember truth and practical principles 
from the Word of God during times of trial and that the Scriptures will 
bring her comfort. Pray that the Word will become her delight and 
song when circumstances are tough.

Pray that God will build a hedge of protection around her marriage 
and that she and her husband will be aware of the potential for any 
improper relationships. Pray that their family time will be protected.
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Pray that God will bring Godly friends and encouragers to your pastor’s 
wife and her family to strengthen them for the ministry and to provide 
meaningful fellowship, accountability, and times of rest.

Pray that she will be a woman of prayer and worship and that she will 
lead by example—teaching women how to walk in a close relationship 
with the Father.

Your pastor’s wife is a busy woman. Pray that she will make wise 
lifestyle choices in order to protect her health, especially in the areas of 
exercise, eating moderately, and getting sufficient rest. Pray for times of 
relaxation and renewal to balance the stress of ministry. 

Pray that your pastor’s wife will focus on the Word of God and walk by 
faith in the fear of the Lord—rather than the fear of man. Pray that she 
will not seek acceptance from others or compare herself with them, but 
that she will discover true freedom in her position in Christ.

Pray that she will cooperate with her husband in providing Godly 
leadership in their home, not based on fear of what others will think, 
but according to scriptural truth.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will be an example of contentment, thankful 
for God’s supply. Pray that her sufficiency will be in God’s abounding 
grace.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will use time wisely, seek God’s perspective 
for her schedule and priorities, and guard against unnecessary 
interruptions. Pray that she will seek and obey God’s will rather than 
trying to meet everyone else’s expectations.

Ask God to remind her of the hope and refuge God offers her each day. 
Pray that she will be encouraged in God, knowing that He is a firm, 
secure anchor for her soul.
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Pray that your pastor’s wife will be wise in her conversations, choosing 
her words carefully to encourage respect for her husband and the 
church and to edify her sisters in the Lord. Pray that she will know 
how to respond to gossip and that she will always speak with kindness 
and compassion.

Pray for spiritual unity between the pastor’s wife and others in the 
church—especially other staff members’ wives. Pray that the enemy 
will not be allowed to create divisions, strife, or misunderstanding in 
any way.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will be clothed with strength and dignity. 
Pray that she will have a gentle and gracious spirit and represent the 
Lord well as His ambassador.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will seek God for personal revival and 
revival in your church and community. Pray that she will quickly 
repent when she sins or strays from her Good Shepherd’s side and that 
she learn the will and ways of God.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will think biblically—with the mind of 
Christ—and practice the expression of her faith with boldness in 
places of influence.

Pray that she will earnestly seek God’s will and be committed to instant 
and complete obedience—ready for God to work powerfully in and 
through her life and ministry. 

Pray that she will strive for personal excellence as a Proverbs 31 woman 
and will believe God to accomplish His will in her as a virtuous woman.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will be a woman of faith and passionate 
love for God, not giving in to worries, fears, or an uptight and anxious 
spirit.
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Pray that the Word will be her counselor and that she will serve the 
Lord with gladness and encourage others to worship with a joyful, 
surrendered spirit.

Pray that your pastor’s wife will be humble and authentic in her faith, 
not given to pride or hypocrisy. Pray that she will have pure motives 
and give God glory for every gain or victory. © Used with permission. http://www.

ReviveOurHearts.com


